
WITS: Youth 
Leadership Contest 

 

 

 

 

  

February 26th, 2014 

 

Sahil Chawla 

Participating in the Youth Leadership Contest 

to prevent bullying has proven to chisel the 

leader within me, as I was able to lead my team 

and organize “Project Connect” and an Anti-

Bullying Awareness Event. Both of these 

projects have proven to be quite the success, 

while taking progressive steps to help prevent 

bullying and educate families and youth on how 

we can all work together to stop this cruel act. 
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Being able to stay motivated, loyal and conscientious are all important traits that 

associated with a strong leader. However, examined more carefully, Leadership is more than 

that; it is the ability to work together with a body of members, to achieve a similar goal. I believe 

I have been able to prove myself as a successful leader, because these are all qualities that I 

possess and work consistently to develop further within myself, along with the various events I 

have been to organize with my team. Over the course of the year, I have initiated various 

programs which all work towards my dream of making a positive difference, thus inspiring both 

the older and younger generations in our community. 

As I prepared to embark on a new educational journey while entering high school I felt 

the need to challenge myself because I knew I owned the paramount educational values that 

would guide me throughout my journey. This motivation directed me to my most significant 

achievement - establishing and chartering the “Abbotsford Traditional Secondary School Key 

Club”. Through this initiative, my high school has joined the Kiwanis Family, consisting of 32 

countries, 5,000 clubs and 260,000 members, in working to serve the children of developing 

countries. Margaret Mead once stated, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has”. I am a strong believer in 

Margaret Mead’s words of wisdom because I have seen this first hand within our club. Through 

a variety of initiatives, we have raised and donated over $2000 worth of cash, food products and 

clothing items for selected charities. I am confident that through the establishment of this club I 

have set a positive example and educated our neighboring communities to adopt a similar idea.   

 I was able to successfully lead the ATSS Key Club into organizing an Anti-Bullying 

Awareness as well as “Project Connect”. We started these projects because we believed the key 

to preventing bullying is raising awareness within our community and doing so by educating our 

youth on why one gets bullied and the steps one can take to prevent bullying from occurring. To 

start off, we initiated our endeavors with “Project Connect”, where we handed out orange slips of 

paper for students to share their thoughts on bullying, this happened after school for a number of 

days; we would set up two tables in the front foyer of the school and when school was over, me 

and two other members would hand out orange slips of paper. Upon doing so, we connected over 

200 slips of paper and made a long chain; this chain was then put around the school. Like my 

original vision, this chain was able to constantly remind students in the school that bullying can 

and will be prevented – it all begins with one.  

The second part of this project took place on February 22nd, where I led the ATSS Key 

Club to organize an Anti-Bullying Awareness Event at our school Gym from 10am to 2pm. We 

invited everyone to come out for an opportunity to educate themselves on how we can all work 

together to prevent bullying. In my opinion, success is not measured with numbers, but more so 

by how many lives you are able to make a positive impact in; hence, our event consisted of an 

audience of over 30 people, even with the cold snowy weather and bad road conditions. Our 

event had various information booths about bullying as well as fun activities for our younger 
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generations such as face painting and a coloring station. We also had free food, which consisted 

of pop drinks, Chips, Pizza, Timbits, and Coffee for all of our Vendors and Guest Speakers. We 

made sure that when each person entered through the school doors, they would be greeted by our 

members and handed chocolates as well as a ticket for the door prizes (these included gift 

certificates to various places). Hence, we had guest speakers, including the mayor (Dr. Bruce 

Banman), Tad Milmine, Carla Webb and Dave Denault, all of whom were phenomenal speakers 

and helped us in getting our point across. We had flowers and Thank You Cards for all vendors 

and Guest Speakers to appreciate all of them coming out on their Saturday, even with the cold 

weather and bad road conditions.  

When we got into the school in the morning we had the whole gym and table set up 

within less than an hour, as we all worked together. After each guest speaker had spoken, he/she 

would pick out the ticket for the next prize. This got tons of people excited as everyone wanted 

to win a prize. In the process of promoting our event and getting ourselves out there, we had 

contacted various media organizations and with great success we were able to advertise on The 

Beat: 94.5 FM, Abbotsford News, BC Local News, Country FM and Star FM *. All in all, I 

believe that my team and I were able to put on a very successful event, as everyone enjoyed 

themselves and went home happy, successfully educating themselves with the knowledge on 

how to make a difference. I am confident in my abilities to help preventing bullying from 

occurring because I was able to successfully lead my team in raising awareness of this act of 

cruelty and how we can all work together to beat bullying – child by child. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Below are all the links that had posted something regarding our Anti Bullying Awareness Event 

(not including the On Air announcements made by Radio Stations) 

 

https://twitter.com/ATSSKeyClub 

www.facebook.com/ATSSKeyClub 

http://www.abbynews.com/community/246188241.html 

 We also featured in the February 20
th

 paper edition of Abbotsford News (Page 13).  

http://www.bclocalnews.com/community/246188241.html?mobile=true 

http://www.country1071.com/concerts-events/anti-bullying-awareness-event/ 

http://www.starfm.com/concerts-events/anti-bullying-awareness-event/  

 

https://twitter.com/ATSSKeyClub
http://www.facebook.com/ATSSKeyClub
http://www.abbynews.com/community/246188241.html
http://www.bclocalnews.com/community/246188241.html?mobile=true
http://www.country1071.com/concerts-events/anti-bullying-awareness-event/
http://www.starfm.com/concerts-events/anti-bullying-awareness-event/
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